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being thrown to the most unreasoning wolves in the Irish unionist
pack, inevitable though it may have been under the rules of the
political game as then played, drew personal discredit on the
prime minister. It also extinguished any hopes that he had
nursed till then of securing Irish votes at the next general election.
The new chief secretary, who held office till the government fell
nearly nine months later, was a safe and unimaginative tory
squire, Walter Long, transferred from the presidency of the local
government board.
The Licensing Act of 1904 was, like the Education Act, a case
of grasping a nettle. For a generation there had been dispute as
to whether or not brewers and publicans should be compensated
for the withdrawal of their licences in cases where redundancy
and not misconduct was the ground. Gladstone in 1880 favoured
compensation.1 But the United Kingdom Alliance was strongly
against it; and there was always grave doubt as to the legal posi-
tion. In 1888, when an unsuccessful attempt was made to include
a compensation scheme in the County Councils Act, the law
officers declared that there was a right to it; but the most learned
lawyers on the other side expounded the opposite view. Finally,
in 1891, in the celebrated case ofSkarpe v. Wakefield2 the house of
lords judicially decided that all liquor licences were for a year
only, and could be withheld at the end of it without any com-
pensation for their non-renewal. Contrary to what might have
been supposed, this did not speed up the much-needed reduction
of redundant licences, but led to a kind of deadlock. They could
not be reduced with compensation, and yet most justices felt it
unfair to reduce them without. For, whatever the law might say,
hard cash had been paid for them as property for a long time past,
and the conversion of breweries into public companies had
spread their ownership very widely indeed. Thus a decade went
by with little or no advance.
Then in 1902 came fresh alarms. At Farnham, a place excep-
tionally overstocked with public-houses, a decision by the
1 *I want a frank recognition of the principle that we are not to deny to publicans
as a class the benefits of equal treatment, because we think their trade is at so many
points in contact with, and even sometimes productive of, great public mischief.
Considering the legislative title they have acquired and the recognition of their
position in the proceedings of this House for a long series of years, they ought not
to be placed at a disadvantage on account of the particular impression we may
entertain* (Hansard, m. ccliii. 363). This passage used to be quoted against hi™
later, after he had adopted the local veto policy of the United Kingdom Alliance.
a £1891] A.G. 173.

